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Introduction 
 

This report contains detailed tourism forecasts for 

Wellington RTO that are intended to support regional 

tourism planning and development.  The annual 

forecasts extend across the period 2007-2013 and 

provide estimates of future visits, visitor nights and 

expenditure, segmented by origin of traveller, purpose 

of travel and type of travel (day and overnight). 

More detailed information can be found in electronic 

format in the regional pivot tables which are 

downloadable from www.tourismresearch.govt.nz.  The 

regional pivot tables allow users to view historical and 

forecast data at the regional level in both tabular and 

graphical form. 

The information in this report is subject to a number of 

caveats.  The historical data is derived from the two 

main tourism surveys – the International Visitor Survey 

(IVS) and the Domestic Travel Survey (DTS).  These 

surveys are based on representative samples of 

travellers so there will be some statistical error in the 

estimates they deliver.   

The Ministry of Tourism acknowledges that the statistical 

error in some regions is quite high and it continues to put 

measures in place to improve future accuracy.   

The forecasts of tourism activity are projected off the 

latest IVS and DTS data points which have been 

adjusted to include travel by children under 15 years of 

age who fall outside the scope of the surveys.  In 

addition, some government and business travel is not 

captured in the DTS because it is primarily a household 

survey, and international visitor expenditure on airfares 

paid for prior to arrival in New Zealand is not captured in 

the IVS, so these figures will not reconcile directly with 

those contained in the Tourism Satellite Account (TSA).  

Due to statistical error margins the latest IVS and DTS 

data points are only best estimates of true tourism 

levels, and could in reality be under or over estimating 

actual tourism activity.  In light of this it is strongly 

recommended that users place more weight on 

projected growth rates than on absolute values. 

The following definitions apply to the forecasts in this 

report.

 

 Domestic International 

Day Trip (1) A trip by a person of at least 40km (one way) 

within New Zealand but outside their usual 

environment, completed within the same day. 

Not applicable. 

Overnight Trip A trip by a person resulting in one or more 

nights being spent away from home within 

New Zealand. 

A trip by a person that results in one or more 

nights being spent in New Zealand. 

Day Visit The number of people visiting the RTO for 1 

hour or more while on day or overnight trips. 

The number of people visiting the RTO for one 

hour or more without staying a night. 

Overnight Visit The number of people that visited the RTO and stayed at least one night. 

Visitor Nights The number of visitor nights spent in the RTO in all forms of accommodation. 

Expenditure All expenditure associated with day and 

overnight trips, including GST. 

Foreign exchange earnings excluding airfares 

paid for prior to arrival, including GST. 

Origin Regional council areas (see full list in 

Appendix). 

Australia, United States, Japan, South Korea, 

China, United Kingdom, Germany, Rest of 

World. 

(1) The domestic day trip threshold of 80km (return trip) has been more stringently enforced since 2003.  This change 

instantly reduced the recorded number of day trips and created a structural break in the data. 
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Summary for Wellington RTO �
� �
Total Visits � Figure 1: � Visits to Wellington RTO by Origin of Traveller and 

Trip Type ('000s)��  Total visits by travellers to Wellington RTO are 

forecast to rise from 4.33m in 2006 to 4.72m in 2013 - 

an increase of 8.9% (387,000) or 1.2% per annum.�

�  International visits are expected to increase from 

773,900 in 2006 to 995,300 in 2013, representing 

growth of 221,400 or 28.6%. The share of total visits 

generated by international visitors is expected to 

increase from 17.9% to 21.1%.�

�  Domestic visits are expected to increase from 3.56m in 

2006 to 3.72m in 2013, representing growth of 165,600 

or 4.7%. The share of total visits generated by 

domestic visitors is expected to decrease from 82.1% 

to 78.9%.�
� ����� ����� ����� �����
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Total Visitor Nights �Figure 2: � Visitor Nights in Wellington RTO by Origin of 
Traveller ('000s)�

� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

��	
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�

���� �����

�

�  Total visitor nights in Wellington RTO are forecast to 

rise from 8.16m in 2006 to 9.60m in 2013 - an increase 

of 17.7% (1.45m) or 2.4% per annum.�

�  International visitor nights are expected to increase 

from 4.32m in 2006 to 5.58m in 2013, representing 

growth of 1.27m or 29.3%. The share of total visitor 

nights generated by international visitors is expected to 

increase from 52.9% to 58.1%.�

�  Domestic visitor nights are expected to increase from 

3.84m in 2006 to 4.02m in 2013, representing growth 

of 180,700 or 4.7%. The share of total visitor nights 

generated by domestic visitors is expected to decrease 

from 47.1% to 41.9%.�
� �
� �
Total Visitor Expenditure � Figure 3: � Visitor Expenditure in Wellington RTO by Origin of 

Traveller and Trip Type ($NZm)��  Total visitor expenditure in Wellington RTO is forecast 

to rise from $1.09b in 2006 to $1.52b in 2013 - an 

increase of 38.7% ($423.4m) or 4.8% per annum.�

�  International expenditure is expected to increase from 

$535.8m in 2006 to $841.5m in 2013, representing 

growth of $305.7m or 57.1%. The share of total 

expenditure generated by international visitors is 

expected to increase from 49.0% to 55.5%.�

�  Domestic expenditure is expected to increase from 

$557.4m in 2006 to $675.1m in 2013, representing 

growth of $117.7m or 21.1%. The share of total 

expenditure generated by domestic visitors is expected 

to decrease from 51.0% to 44.5%.�
� ��� ��� ��� ��� �����
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Table 1:  Summary of Tourism Forecasts for Wellington RTO 
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1. Visits to Wellington RTO �
� �
Total Visits � Figure 7: � Visits to Wellington RTO by Origin of Traveller and 

Trip Type ('000s)��  In 2006 international and domestic travellers made a 

total of 4.33m visits to Wellington RTO.  International 

overnight travellers accounted for 719,000 (16.6%) of 

these visits, domestic overnight travellers 1.55m 

(35.8%), international day travellers 54,900 (1.3%) and 

domestic day travellers 2.01m (46.3%).�

�  By 2013 total visits to Wellington RTO are forecast to 

increase by 387,000 (8.9%) to 4.72m, with 

international overnight visits up 205,500 (28.6%) to 

924,500, domestic overnight visits up 55,400 (3.6%) to 

1.61m, international day visits up 15,900 (29.0%) to 

70,800 and domestic day visits up 110,200 (5.5%) to 

2.12m.�
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International Visits �Figure 8: � Shares of International Visits to Wellington RTO by 
Purpose of Trip in 2006�
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�  In 2006 holiday travellers generated 60.6% of 

international overnight visits to Wellington RTO, 

travellers visiting friends and relatives (VFR) 23.3%, 

business travellers 10.1%, education travellers 2.9% 

and other travellers 3.1%.  This distribution is not 

expected to change greatly over the forecast period.�

�  Holiday travellers generated 43.3% of international day 

visits to Wellington RTO in 2006, VFR travellers 

43.3%, business travellers 10.5%, education travellers 

1.1% and other travellers 1.8%.  No significant change 

in the purpose composition is expected between 2006 

and 2013.�

� �
� �
Domestic Visits � Figure 9: � Shares of Domestic Visits to Wellington RTO by 

Purpose of Trip in 2006��  In 2006 holiday travellers generated 27.3% of 

domestic overnight visits to Wellington RTO, VFR 

travellers 40.8%, business travellers 27.7%, education 

travellers 1.9% and other travellers 2.2%.  This 

distribution is not expected to change greatly over the 

forecast period.�

�  Holiday travellers generated 28.9% of domestic day 

visits to Wellington RTO in 2006, VFR travellers 

20.8%, business travellers 34.9%, education travellers 

5.5% and other travellers 9.9%.  No significant change 

in the purpose composition is expected between 2006 

and 2013.�

��>

��>

�> �>

��>

��>

��>

�>

��>

��>

�>

�>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

%��
.�8 4@'  ?�
�
�� ).?��	
�� !	3
�

!1
��
23	 ��8

�
�



�

� � �

2. Visits to Wellington RTO by Origin of Traveller �
� �
International Visits � Figure 10:  Shares of International Visits to Wellington RTO by 

Origin of Traveller��  International visits to Wellington RTO are expected to 

increase from 773,900 in 2006 to 995,300 in 2013, 

representing growth of 221,400 or 28.6%.�

�  Travellers from Australia accounted for the largest 

share of international visits to Wellington RTO in 2006 

at 33.9%, followed by the United Kingdom at 19.6% 

and the United States at 10.5%.�

�  In 2013 the largest share of international visits to 

Wellington RTO is expected to come from Australia at 

33.9%, followed by the United Kingdom at 21.3% and 

the United States at 9.4%.�
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Domestic Visits �Figure 11: �Shares of Domestic Visits to Wellington RTO by 
Origin of Traveller�
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�  Domestic visits to Wellington RTO are expected to 

increase from 3.56m in 2006 to 3.72m in 2013, 

representing growth of 165,600 or 4.7%.�

�  Travellers from Wellington accounted for the largest 

share of domestic visits to Wellington RTO in 2006 at 

33.4%, followed by Manawatu-Wanganui at 20.4% and 

Auckland at 17.9%.�

�  In 2013 the largest share of domestic visits to 

Wellington RTO is expected to come from Wellington 

at 33.9%, followed by Manawatu-Wanganui at 19.3% 

and Auckland at 18.8%.�
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Table 2:  Shares of Visits to Wellington RTO by Origin of Traveller 
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3. Visitor Nights in Wellington RTO �
� �
Total Visitor Nights � Figure 12: � Visitor Nights in Wellington RTO by Origin of 

Traveller ('000s)��  In 2006 international and domestic travellers spent a 

total of 8.16m visitor nights in Wellington RTO.  

International travellers accounted for 4.32m (52.9%) of 

these nights and domestic travellers the remaining 

3.84m (47.1%).�

�  By 2013 total visitor nights in Wellington RTO are 

forecast to increase by 1.45m (17.7%) to 9.60m, with 

international visitor nights up 1.27m (29.3%) to 5.58m 

and domestic visitor nights up 180,700 (4.7%) to 

4.02m.�
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International Visitor Nights �Figure 13: � Share of International Visitor Nights in Wellington 
RTO by Purpose of Trip in 2006�

��>

��>

��>

�>

��>

��>

��>

��>

�>

��>

�>

�>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

%��
.�8 4@'  ?�
�
�� ).?��	
�� !	3
�

���� �����

�

�  In 2006 holiday travellers generated 29.6% of 

international visitor nights spent in Wellington RTO, 

travellers visiting friends and relatives (VFR) 33.7%, 

business travellers 13.5%, education travellers 7.2% 

and other travellers 16.0%.  This distribution is not 

expected to change greatly over the forecast period.�

� �
� �
Domestic Visitor Nights � Figure 14: � Share of Domestic Visitor Nights in Wellington 

RTO by Purpose of Trip in 2006��  In 2006 holiday travellers generated 27.8% of 

domestic visitor nights spent in Wellington RTO, VFR 

travellers 48.3%, business travellers 20.7%, education 

travellers 1.6% and other travellers 1.6%.  No 

significant change in the purpose composition is 

expected between 2006 and 2013.�
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4. Visitor Nights in Wellington RTO by Origin of Tr aveller �
� �
International Visitor Nights � Figure 15: � Shares of International Visitor Nights in Wellington 

RTO by Origin of Traveller��  International visitor nights in Wellington RTO are 

expected to increase from 4.32m in 2006 to 5.58m in 

2013, representing growth of 1.27m or 29.3%.�

�  Travellers from Australia accounted for the largest 

share of international visitor nights in Wellington RTO 

in 2006 at 21.3%, followed by the United Kingdom at 

20.8% and the United States at 8.5%.�

�  In 2013 the largest share of international visitor nights 

in Wellington RTO is expected to come from the 

United Kingdom at 21.2%, followed by Australia at 

20.1% and the United States at 8.0%.�
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Domestic Visitor Nights �Figure 16: � Shares of Domestic Visitor Nights in Wellington 
RTO by Origin of Traveller�
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�  Domestic visitor nights in Wellington RTO are 

expected to increase from 3.84m in 2006 to 4.02m in 

2013, representing growth of 180,700 or 4.7%.�

�  Travellers from Auckland accounted for the largest 

share of domestic visitor nights in Wellington RTO in 

2006 at 25.6%, followed by Manawatu-Wanganui at 

13.9% and Canterbury at 13.8%.�

�  In 2013 the largest share of domestic visitor nights in 

Wellington RTO is expected to come from Auckland at 

26.9%, followed by Canterbury at 14.0% and 

Manawatu-Wanganui at 13.1%.�
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Table 3:  Shares of Visitor Nights in Wellington RTO by Origin of Traveller 
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5. Visitor Expenditure in Wellington RTO �
� �
Total Visitor Expenditure � Figure 17: � Visitor Expenditure in Wellington RTO by Origin of 

Traveller and Trip Type ($NZm)��  In 2006 international and domestic travellers spent a 

total of $1.09b in Wellington RTO.  International 

overnight travellers accounted for $533.5m (48.8%) of 

this spend, domestic overnight travellers $404.7m 

(37.0%), international day travellers $2.3m (0.2%) and 

domestic day travellers $152.7m (14.0%).�

�  By 2013 total visitor expenditure in Wellington RTO is 

forecast to increase by $423.4m (38.7%) to $1.52b, 

with international overnight spend up $305.0m (57.2%) 

to $838.5m, domestic overnight spend up $84.3m 

(20.8%) to $489.0m, international day spend up 

$710,000 (30.7%) to $3.0m and domestic day spend 

up $33.4m (21.9%) to $186.1m.�
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International Visitor Expenditure �Figure 18: � Shares of International Visitor Expenditure in 
Wellington RTO by Purpose of Trip in 2006�
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�  In 2006 holiday travellers generated 40.3% of 

international overnight visitor expenditure in Wellington 

RTO, travellers visiting friends and relatives (VFR) 

19.7%, business travellers 27.4%, education travellers 

5.5% and other travellers 7.2%.  This distribution is not 

expected to change greatly over the forecast period.�

�  Holiday travellers generated 55.1% of international day 

visitor expenditure in Wellington RTO in 2006, VFR 

travellers 21.0%, business travellers 21.9%, education 

travellers 1.1% and other travellers 1.0%.  No 

significant change in the purpose composition is 

expected between 2006 and 2013.�

� �
� �
Domestic Visitor Expenditure � Figure 19: � Shares of Domestic Visitor Expenditure in 

Wellington RTO by Purpose of Trip in 2006��  In 2006 holiday travellers generated 25.3% of 

domestic overnight visitor expenditure in Wellington 

RTO, VFR travellers 34.4%, business travellers 37.5%, 

education travellers 1.5% and other travellers 1.3%.  

This distribution is not expected to change greatly over 

the forecast period.�

�  Holiday travellers generated 22.3% of domestic day 

visitor expenditure in Wellington RTO in 2006, VFR 

travellers 23.2%, business travellers 41.8%, education 

travellers 3.6% and other travellers 9.1%.  No 

significant change in the purpose composition is 

expected between 2006 and 2013.�
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6. Visitor Expenditure in Wellington RTO by Origin of Traveller �
� �
International Visitor Expenditure � Figure 20: � Shares of International Visitor Expenditure in 

Wellington RTO by Origin of Traveller��  International visitor expenditure in Wellington RTO is 

expected to increase from $535.8m in 2006 to 

$841.5m in 2013, representing growth of $305.7m or 

57.1%.�

�  Travellers from Australia accounted for the largest 

share of international visitor expenditure in Wellington 

RTO in 2006 at 28.3%, followed by the United 

Kingdom at 17.9% and the United States at 12.5%.�

�  In 2013 the largest share of international visitor 

expenditure in Wellington RTO is expected to come 

from Australia at 27.3%, followed by the United 

Kingdom at 18.7% and the United States at 11.7%.�
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Domestic Visitor Expenditure �Figure 21: � Shares of Domestic Visitor Expenditure in 
Wellington RTO by Origin of Traveller�

�>

��>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>

��>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>�>

��>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>

��>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>

�>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��>

��� ��� ���  !" #�
$

&
�'

(�
� %
� 

�)
� (�
 ��� �$
&

*�
�

!&
�

$�
�

���� �����

�

�  Domestic visitor expenditure in Wellington RTO is 

expected to increase from $557.4m in 2006 to 

$675.1m in 2013, representing growth of $117.7m or 

21.1%.�

�  Travellers from Wellington accounted for the largest 

share of domestic visitor expenditure in Wellington 

RTO in 2006 at 35.8%, followed by Auckland at 22.6% 

and Canterbury at 9.3%.�

�  In 2013 the largest share of domestic visitor 

expenditure in Wellington RTO is expected to come 

from Wellington at 35.7%, followed by Auckland at 

23.7% and Canterbury at 9.4%.�
� �

Table 4:  Shares of Visitor Expenditure in Wellington RTO by Origin of Traveller 
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Appendix 

Table A1:  Origins of Visitors and Abbreviations 
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Table A2: ��RTOs and Constituent Territorial Authorities�
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