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DYNAMIC VENUES  /   UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES



WHY WELLINGTON?

 In Wellington, the city is the venue. 

A compact city located at the water’s edge and surrounded by nature,  
New Zealand’s capital is home to a powerful mix of creative energy, a vibrant 

arts scene, innovative businesses and rich history. 

Celebrated as New Zealand’s creative and culinary heart, Wellington is 
famous for its dining scene, coffee, local wine and craft beer.

The region is also known for its strengths in creative technologies, scientific 
research, and public and professional services. We have excellent education 

institutes and Hollywood blockbuster films are made here. 

Host your conference at one of our world-class and flexible venues,  
in the world's coolest little capital. 

Whatever your event,  
Wellington is the perfect venue.

P  +64 4 916 1219

E  BusinessEvents@WellingtonNZ.com

W  WellingtonNZ.com/meet

CONTACT US FOR HELP WITH 
YOUR NEXT CONFERENCE 



A compact city where 
getting anywhere is easy.

4

Unique Wellington experiences  
such as visiting New Zealand's 

national museum Te Papa 
Tongarewa, Zealandia ecosanctuary 

and the Wairarapa wine region, 
which your delegates will  

remember forever.
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A vibrant art scene packed with  
rich culture and history.
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More than 3,000 hotel 
rooms in walking distance  

of the CBD.
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World-class education 
institutes with strengths in film, 

technology, education  
and science.
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Hub of connectivity with  
130 daily international  

and national flights.
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9  REASONS

TO MEET IN

New Zealand’s capital and  
seat of government.

2
Dynamic venues with  

seven major venues just  
five minutes apart.

3
Food central – more cafés 
and restaurants per capita 

than New York City. 
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WELLINGTON



MUSEUM OF NEW ZEALAND 
TE PAPA TONGAREWA
Maximum Capacity: 3,500

Te Papa is New Zealand's national 
museum. Experience hospitality 
surrounded by the stories and 
treasures of the nation. Choose 
from Wellington’s largest selection 
of venues right in the heart of the 
capital and within close proximity 
to all major hotels. Te Papa's 
unique venues offer you the 
flexibility to host a vast range of 
events through one single contact.

Maximum Capacity: 3,900

TSB ARENA

This is one of Wellington's most 
versatile venues. The large 
foyer space provides a good 
flow between spaces and the 
combination of fixed, loose floor 
and retractable seating offers 
multiple configuration setups. 
 

TSB AUDITORIUM - SHED 6

Shed 6 can be easily configured for 
exhibitions, meetings, banquets, 
social functions, product launches 
and live performances - 
transforming itself from one to 
four separate spaces with its large 
operable walls.

Shed 6 is linked to the TSB Arena 
by a light and bright two storey 
arcade providing an ‘under one 
roof’ venue which is attracting 
more international conferences 
and events to Wellington.

LOWER HUTT 
EVENTS CENTRE
Maximum Capacity: 1,300

The newly opened Lower Hutt 
Events Centre is a multi-purpose 
venue which can cater to a wide 
range of events. The flexible Event 
Spaces and Town Hall can be 
configured for conferences, trade 
displays, performances and 
banquet dinners. Additional 
meeting rooms are also available 
as breakout spaces or for smaller 
functions. Located next to 
Riddiford Garden in the heart of 
Lower Hutt, it is a relaxing 
destination to host your next 
event. 

HARBOURSIDE 
FUNCTION CENTRE
Maximum Capacity: 800

Located in the heart of Wellington's 
picturesque waterfront, 
Harbourside Function Centre 
houses five unique meeting rooms 
with capacity to seat 14 - 400 
guests.

It's a great venue for meetings and 
events being one of the last 
heritage buildings in the city. 

The original windows and 
stripped-back brick walls make 
this great for social functions as 
well as meetings.

TE WHAREWAKA O 
PŌNEKE
Maximum Capacity: 500

Located on Wellington's waterfront, 
Te Wharewaka is a purpose-built 
function centre, capable of 
hosting conferences, events, 
meetings, dinners and functions 
from 10 to 500 guests.  
Boasting four beautiful function 
spaces, the addition of full onsite 
food and beverage operators mean 
they can offer a great experience, 
underpinned by cultural values.

TSB ARENA & AUDITORIUM (SHED 6)  
VENUES WELLINGTON

VENUES WITH A DIFFERENCE
No venue in Wellington is like the other. Dinner held on 
The Opera House stage? Conference among the animals 
at the Zoo? You can even surround your delegates with 
national treasures at the Museum of New Zealand  
Te Papa Tongarewa.

Located on Wellington's stunning waterfront is the TSB Arena,  
TSB Auditorium - Shed 6 and the TSB Arcade



WELLINGTON CONVENTION AND 
EXHIBITION CENTRE
The Wellington Convention and Exhibition Centre (WCEC) will 
be located in the heart of the cultural precinct. Directly opposite 
the National Museum of New Zealand - Te Papa Tongarewa, the 
new building will connect the entertainment and nightlife hub to 
Wellington’s picturesque harbour.

• Construction began in 
August 2019 and will take 
three years to complete

• 10,000 sqm of purpose-
built Convention Centre 
space across two levels

• 13 flexible meeting 
spaces and 2 pre-function 
exhibition spaces

• Flexible main plenary for 
up to 1,400 people

• Main exhibition hall of 
1,800 sqm

• Hosts cocktail events for 
up to 1,500 people

• Concurrent conferences  
of up to 800 delegates  
per floor

• State of the art built-in 
Audio Visual equipment

• Designated secretariat 
spaces

• Full accessibility with 
drive in dockway

• Vibrant ground floor 
public gallery, cafes  
and retail

• Green build – 5 Star green 
rating

• Close walking proximity to 
3000 hotel rooms

FOR ANY ENQUIRIES  
PLEASE CONTACT: 
ConventionCentre@WellingtonNZ.com

QUICK FACTS

2022
COMPLETED



  
INTERCONTINENTAL

Rating: 
Rooms: 236

Adjacent to Wellington’s iconic 
harbour in the central business 
district, InterContinental 
Wellington offers state-of-the-art 
technology, unique catering 
options, and the most diverse and 
easily accessible meeting spaces 
in New Zealand's capital city.

The Intercontinental Hotel’s 
facilities include valet parking,  
24-hour room service, The Lobby 
Lounge, Chameleon Restaurant 
and Emerge Health Club featuring 
a fully equipped gym, spa, sauna 
and heated swimming pool.

  
BOULCOTT SUITES

Rating: 
Rooms: 115

Centrally located in Wellington, 
Boulcott Suites is a unique 5-star 
apartment hotel that has been 
designed and fully furnished with 
elegance and style.

From studio apartments and 
spacious single-level suites to 
fully equipped executive four 
bedroom townhouses, Boulcott 
Suites is ideal if you want quality 
and space. Some apartments also 
feature balconies.

  
SOFITEL WELLINGTON

Rating: 
Rooms: 129

Located in New Zealand's vibrant 
capital, Sofitel Wellington 
provides views of lush hillsides 
and the Botanical Gardens. All 
Guest Rooms are beautifully 
appointed in vintage gold and 
bronze tones and feature 
indulgent rain showers. 

Exceptional meetings and 
celebrations require more than 
just the right room, so allow 
Sofitel Wellington to infuse your 
gathering with French art de 
recevoir. 

JAMES COOK HOTEL 
GRAND CHANCELLOR

Rating:
Rooms:  200+

The James Cook Hotel Grand 
Chancellor is known for friendly, 
professional service and 
accommodation rooms. Two 
restaurants & bars, extensive 
conference facilities, a day spa, 
fitness room and complimentary 
Wi-Fi complete the guest 
experience. Located in the heart of 
Wellington nearby to TSB Arena, 
Te Papa and Sky Stadium,  
the hotel welcomes you to  
New Zealand's thriving capital city.

  
GRAND MERCURE

Rating:  
Rooms: 114

Overlooking the vibrant Cuba 
Quarter, nestled beside the lush 
hills of the city, sits the elegant 
Grand Mercure Wellington. Perfect 
for social gatherings or important 
business events, the hotel offers 
beautiful rooms and suites, eight 
meeting rooms, indoor pool, 
sauna, gym and Forage Kitchen + 
Bar which boasts some of the 
region's best cuisine and artisan 
produce.

  
DOUBLETREE BY HILTON

Rating:  
Rooms: 106

Savour a DoubleTree chocolate 
chip cookie upon arrival and settle 
into your modern guest room or 
suite. Built in 1928, our historical 
building is full of heritage charm. 
The stylish guest rooms boast 
high ceilings and original features, 
combined with modern amenities. 
Upgrade to a suite for extra space 
and even better views.

The onsite restaurant is open for 
breakfast and dinner daily, and 
offers a delicious selection of 
international cuisine, prepared 
with the freshest ingredients.

HOME AWAY FROM HOME
We want you to feel at home when you visit. 
Whether that means a f ive-star room with a harbour 
view, the comfort of apartment living in the heart of 
the city, a luxury lodge out of town, or something in 
between, Wellington can take care of you.



  
NATURE

Nestled between the hills and 
harbour, you’re never far away from 
the great outdoors in Wellington. 
Meet local birds amongst the 
bushy terrain that surrounds the 
city. Zealandia is the world’s first 
fully-fenced urban ecosanctuary, 
with a 500-year conservation 
vision, just 10 minutes from 
downtown Wellington. Here you 
can hang out with Tuatara, New 
Zealand's "living dinosaur" and 
see our national bird on an 
evening Kiwi tour.

Wellington Zoo is a short 10 
minute drive from the CBD and 
offers a variety of spaces for 
conferencing, meetings and close 
encounters of the furry kind. 

  
CREATIVE

From Oscar-winning, movie-
making magic at Weta Workshop 
where delegates can explore their 
own creative talents, to award-
winning museums, world-class 
performing arts and thought-
provoking street art, you’ll find 
plenty to inspire your delegates' 
creative spirit.

Wellington is a feast for your eyes, 
with more than 50 galleries and a 
trail of colourful street art and 
sculptures. It is also home to 
major national arts companies 
including the Royal New Zealand 
Ballet and the New Zealand 
Symphony Orchestra, so there is 
always something on in the 
evening. When these companies 
are not on stage, Venues 
Wellington can host your 
conference or gala dinner for an 
event to remember. 

  
CULTURAL

According to Māori myth, 
Wellington represents the 'head of 
the fish', caught by Maui, and 
turned to land to create the North 
Island. These stories are captured 
at Te Papa Tongarewa, the 
Museum of New Zealand, which is 
one of the top 25 museums in the 
world and also one of the most 
popular conference venues in 
Wellington. Te Wharewaka o 
Pōneke and Pipitea Marae are 
also venues that capture and 
showcase our culture, and guests 
can even experience paddling in 
an authentic Māori waka (boat) for 
team-building. Wellington is 
home to Wellington Museum, 
City Gallery, Space Place and 
Cable Car Museum, all which can 
double as cocktail or dinner 
venues in the evening. 

  
CULINARY

Wellington’s reputation as New 
Zealand’s culinary capital is well 
deserved, boasting more cafés and 
restaurants per capita than  
New York. Even hotel restaurants 
showcase award winning dishes, 
menus, wine lists, and whiskey 
menus. Walking tours with Zest 
Food Tours involving food, craft 
beer and coffee roasting are 
popular half day activities which 
can be tailored to suit any 
conference or incentive 
programme.

With over 20 craft beer bars and 
breweries, Wellington is also 
celebrated as the craft beer capital 
of New Zealand. 

  
SPORTING

Sporting fanatics to cater for? 
Perhaps a live game at one of our 
famous sporting venues Sky 
Stadium, TSB Arena, Basin 
Reserve, Walter Nash Stadium, 
Te Rauparaha Arena or Trentham 
Racecourse will delight your 
delegates. And for something a 
little different, many of these 
transform to conference venues 
by day, and gala dinner venues  
by night. 

  
ACTIVE

If delegates enjoy being active, 
there are endless options. Take to 
the hills on our many running or 
mountain bike trails which weave 
themselves in and out of the city 
to reach breath-taking views. 
Delegates not scared of heights? 
Then book them in at Adrenalin 
Forest, where a high ropes course 
among the canopy will get their 
blood pumping. The Wellington 
region also boasts 27 golf courses 
for those wanting to enjoy a round.

Alternatively, you could take in 
the stunning coastal view at 
Boomrock Lodge, with a day of 
claybird shooting, archery, knife 
throwing and 4WD driving.

ACTIVE IMAGE CREDIT: Jay French 

CREATIVE IMAGE CREDIT: Cosmos, Rinaldy 

Yunardi, Indonesia. Photography by Lindsay Adler

UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES
Memories and connections will be made with unique 
Wellington experiences. This is a city celebrated for its 
events, entertainment, creativity and culture, so dive in 
and start exploring. All experiences in Wellington can be 
tailored to suit your conference needs.



  
WAIRARAPA

By car: 1hr
By train: 1hr 30min

Wairarapa is a region of spectacular 
coastlines, wide valleys and eclectic 
villages. Spend a day cycling the 
country roads of Martinborough, 
pausing for tastings at some of the 
20-plus boutique vineyards, or 
head to charming town Greytown 
for shopping. The region is known 
for its vineyards, gourmet food, 
walking and cycling trails - and a 
vibrant arts scene all located just 
an hour north of Wellington by car 
or train.

  
KĀPITI

By car: 1hr
By train: 1hr

Just 50km north of Wellington, 
the Kapiti Coast provides an 
escape to its unspoilt beaches and 
a warm coastal climate. Take a trip 
to an island nature reserve with 
Kāpiti Island Nature Tours where 
you can take home memories of 
cheeky kākās, takahē, tuatara, 
gecko or spotting kiwi at night. 
Also home to tuatara of a different 
kind, the Tuatara craft brewery in 
Paraparaumu is worth a visit too.

  
LOWER HUTT

By car: 20min
By train: 30min

Discover contemporary art and 
legends of Māori Taniwha at The 
Dowse Art Museum, a world-class 
art gallery. Spend some time in 
Petone, home to coffee roasters, 
food producers, fashion labels, 
craft beer and more artisan 
products keeping the innovative 
early settler spirit alive. Relax on 
the Eastern shores of Wellington 
Harbour. Discover colourful cafés 
and art galleries, and take in the 
coastal views along bush walks and 
the iconic Pencarrow lighthouses.

  
MARLBOROUGH

By plane: 30min
By ferry: 3hr 30min

Discover the many coves of the 
beautiful Marlborough Sounds on 
a cruise. Cycle through the 
vineyards of Marlborough’s 
award-winning wines. Try tastings 
at the cellar door or enjoy a long 
lunch at a vineyard restaurant. 

A visit to Marlborough is 
incomparable; glorious sunshine, 
delicious food and luxurious 
resorts make this area a joy to visit.

PRE & POST ITINERARIES
Venture a little further out of the city and explore 
what Wellington’s neighbours have to offer. 
Breath-taking views and surprising spaces await. 
Provide delegates with the perfect pre or post 
experience to your conference. 

Wellington

State Highway Railway

KEY

AirportInter-island ferries

WAIRARAPA
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CONFERENCE  
INNOVATORS

Contact: Raewyn Tse
raewyn@conference.co.nz

With over 20 years of proven experience producing 
memorable, rewarding, enjoyable events, Conference 
Innovators not only does everything a PCO should do, 
from concept to completion, they do it with style, a 
sense of fun, and most importantly, innovation.

  
CONVENTION MANAGEMENT  
NEW ZEALAND

Contact: Dean Bradley
dean@cmnzl.co.nz

New Zealand's longest established PCO and with a 
commitment to environmental sustainability, 
Convention Management New Zealand offer their 
clients a wide range of services with a particular 
emphasis on proven financial management.

PARTNER WITH  
A PROFESSIONAL 
CONFERENCE  
ORGANISER
Know what you want for your 
conference but need help to 
pull it all off? Partner with 
a professional conference 
organiser (PCO) to make 
organising any business event 
a breeze. PCOs can help with 
many aspects of your business 
event, f rom planning to delivery 
and everything in between. 
Get in touch with one of our 
preferred PCOs, we’re conf ident 
they will help you create a 
successful event.

The Benchmark 
Event Professionals

confer.co.nz
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CONFERENCE  
& EVENTS

Contact: Janet Matheson 
janet@confer.co.nz

From simple advice through to full conference 
organisation, Conference & Events are here to help 
bring your event to fruition. They specialise in working 
with Associations to grow their annual conference and 
their membership.

  
THE CONFERENCE  
COMPANY

Contact: Jan Tonkin
jt@theconferencecompany.com

No matter what your event, The Conference Company 
will ensure it is flawlessly delivered, with the warmth, 
flair and unfailing attention to detail that will make it a 
truly exceptional experience.



INCENTIVES
The vibrant capital of cool is 
jam-packed full of activities 
and attractions set to dazzle 
and delight delegates of all 

demographics. 

Wellington really does have 
something for everyone – the 

only challenge is choosing 
what to do. If you need a 

hand with making a decision, 
be sure to give us a call  

for a proposal.

Indulge in 5-star 
accommodation in the city or 

fabulous lodges in the 
neighbouring Wairarapa.

Immerse in Māori culture with 
a waka tour followed by some 
kai (food) at Te Wharewaka o 

Pōneke.

Be a VIP at WETA Workshop 
with a bespoke tour of 
movie-making magic.

Experience world-class 
cuisine or tour 

Wellington's culinary 
scene.

Explore the city’s trails by foot 
or bike and be rewarded with 

stunning views.

Play golf at one of our 27 golf 
courses, two of which received 
Marquee status from Tourism 

New Zealand.

Fascinate delegates with a luxury 
customised fine art tour, or a 
behind the scenes tour of the 

Museum of Te Papa Tongarewa’s 
treasures.

Entertain and impress your 
delegates with a dinner on the 

stage of the Opera House.

Treat delegates to a personalised 
shopping experience at David Jones 

or let them delve into trendy 
boutiques full of local designs.

Fly by helicopter for a day of 
adventure at the exclusive 

Boomrock Lodge. MEET THE TEAM

Irette Ferreira 
Business Events Wellington Manager

e  Irette.Ferreira@WellingtonNZ.com 
m  +64 22 107 1012

Rebecca Briscoe 
Business Development Manager International

e  Rebecca.Briscoe@WellingtonNZ.com 
m  +64 21 408 846

Loryn Blaikie 
Business Development Manager New Zealand 

e  Loryn.Blaikie@WellingtonNZ.com 
m  +64 22 639 0756

Stacey Pilcher 
Business Events Coordinator 

e  Stacey.Pilcher@WellingtonNZ.com 
m  +64 22 025 9963

PLAN YOUR EVENT WITH EASE

Business Events Wellington is the official convention bureau for the Wellington 

region and a business unit of WellingtonNZ. We can help you with in-depth 

knowledge of all the Wellington region has to offer when you are planning a 

conference, meeting or incentive. We can:

• Recommend suitable and available  
venues, accommodation, activities, 
restaurants, speakers and entertainment

• Provide promotional material like maps,  
visitor guides, imagery and video footage

• Develop tailored bid proposals and 
support you through the Australian and 
International bidding process to host a 
conference in Wellington

• Request letters of support and/or 
quotes for bid proposals in Wellington

• Arrange site inspections and 
familiarisations of Wellington

• Connect you with relevant businesses 
and people, suitable for your budget



NEW ZEALAND
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HOW TO GET HERE
3 HOURS  

New Zealand is a three hour  
flight from our nearest 
neighbour Australia and  
approx. a 10 hour flight from 
most places in the Pacific Rim.

10 MINUTES  

Six international airlines 
service Wellington 
International Airport 
which is only a 10 minute 
drive to the city centre. 

1 HOUR 

Wellington is also the 
domestic hub connecting 
travellers to the rest of 
New Zealand.

Chicago

11 HOURS

Wellington

Auckland

Wellington

Christchurch

50 
MINUTES

1  
HOUR

1 1/2  
HOURS

ENLARGED MAP




